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Amanda Rudolph < rudolpham@sfasu.edu >
Fri, 17 Oct 2025 1:20:35 PM -0400

To "Alisa Chapman"<achapman@ate1.org>,"Valerie Wright"
<valerie.wright@saintleo.edu>,"Jennifer K Young"
<jennifer.k.young@jsums.edu>,"voneill"<voneill@american.edu>,"Cheryl
Torrez"<catorrez@unm.edu>

Hi All,
| would like us to consider this in our next executive meeting. Thanks!

Amanda

From: Lynn Pasquerella, AAC&U <communications@aacu.org>
Sent: Friday, October 17, 2025 12:04 PM

To: Amanda Rudolph <rudolpham@sfasu.edu>

Subject: Higher Education’s Compact with America

This Message Is From an External Sender

This message came from outside your organization.

Dear Colleague,

In April, AAC&U issued A Call for Constructive Engagement, inviting policymakers, educators, and
citizens to join in constructive collaboration. This month, we reaffirmed that call, appealing to the
democratic values that have long guided our work.

Excellence in higher education is not a partisan aspiration. It is a shared promise—to prepare
graduates who can think critically, act ethically, and contribute meaningfully to a free society.
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Today, we offer the principled framework below for advancing trust, transparency, and impact in ways
that serve students, communities, and the nation.

The statement is open for endorsement by college and university presidents, as well as leaders of
scholarly societies and other organizations that share our commitment to the values it expresses. To
endorse the statement, please complete the form linked here.

Yours,

Lynn Pasquerella
President, AAC&U

Higher Education’s Compact with America: Shared Principles for
the Common Good

The following statement, issued jointly by the American Association of Colleges and Universities and
the Phi Beta Kappa Society, was developed in collaboration with college and university presidents
and other educational leaders across the country.

Higher education is one of America’s greatest public trusts—a partnership between institutions,
learners, and society built on the belief that education empowers people and strengthens
communities. Colleges and universities exist not only to provide knowledge and skills, but to expand
opportunity, advance discovery, and uphold the values that sustain our democracy and secure our
shared prosperity.

The foundation of American higher education is service to the public good through teaching students,
expanding knowledge, and providing essential sources of expertise to society. Colleges and
universities serve both their surrounding communities and the broader society, partnering to solve
problems, strengthen economies, and enrich cultural life. Teaching, inquiry, research, and scholarship
in keeping with these purposes deserve and require public support and investment.

In fulfilling this public trust, higher education embraces a set of enduring principles and makes
corresponding promises to students, communities, and the nation. These commitments form the
basis of the compact between higher education and the nation that has served America so well for
generations.

1. Opportunity
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Opportunity is the promise that higher education makes to every learner—that talent, not
circumstance, will determine how far one can go.

We affirm that true opportunity means more than access; it means belonging, fairness, and the
unwavering support to reach completion and success. It calls on us to remove barriers, close
achievement gaps, and welcome back those who began but have not yet finished their educational
journeys. To uphold opportunity is to ensure that every student, regardless of background or pathway,
is empowered to learn, persist, and thrive—not only in college, but throughout life.

2. Affordability

Affordability is the promise that the cost of college will never stand between talent and opportunity.

We affirm that higher education must remain within reach for all who seek it—through responsible
stewardship, public investment, and institutional innovation that reduce barriers and debt. Colleges
and universities share a duty to ensure that price reflects true value, that aid reaches those who need
it most, and that students can pursue learning without mortgaging their futures. By keeping higher
education accessible and sustainable, we preserve it as a public good—one that empowers
individuals, strengthens communities, and secures the nation’s long-term prosperity.

3. Excellence

Excellence is the standard by which higher education fulfills its public trust—a commitment to quality,
rigor, and integrity in all we do.

We affirm that excellence arises from a community devoted to inquiry, evidence, and continual
improvement. It is sustained through accountability—through assessment, accreditation, and the
transparent pursuit of better outcomes for students and society. Excellence is advanced by faculty
who embody intellectual leadership and uphold the traditions of peer review, shared governance, and
critical and open inquiry. It is protected by academic freedom—the right of faculty and institutions to
pursue knowledge, research, and teaching without undue interference, and the responsibility to
uphold scholarly and professional standards in doing so. In honoring these principles, we preserve
the integrity, vitality, and credibility of American higher education itself.

4. Freedom

Freedom is the promise and foundation of higher learning—the principle that nurtures independent
thought, open exchange, and democratic citizenship.

We affirm that freedom is both the means and the end of learning—the capacity to ask hard
questions, to test ideas, and to speak and listen across differences with respect and reason. Freedom
encompasses the open inquiry and expression that sustain discovery; the institutional autonomy of
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colleges and universities to decide, on academic grounds, whom to admit, what is taught, how, and
by whom; and the civic habits that enable democracy and culture to flourish. By upholding these
freedoms, colleges and universities prepare students not only to think critically but to engage
constructively, ensuring that education remains a force for truth, understanding, and the continual
renewal of a free society.

5. Security

Security is the promise that higher education prepares individuals and societies to face uncertainty
with confidence, adaptability, and purpose.

We affirm that college provides not only the means to build a stable and fulfilling life, but also the tools

to navigate a changing world and exercise agency over one’s own future. Through teaching,
research, and global engagement, higher education strengthens both personal resilience and
collective safety—developing the talent that sustains economic and national security, welcoming
international students who carry forward shared values, and advancing discoveries that protect and
improve lives. In doing so, our institutions uphold security as both a personal assurance and a public
good.

6. Partnership

Partnership is the promise that higher education advances knowledge and innovation through
collaboration in service to the public good.

We affirm that colleges and universities thrive when they work alongside government, industry, and
communities to tackle the world’s most urgent challenges—from curing disease and protecting the
environment to strengthening democracy and enriching cultural life, to improving daily life through
discovery and invention. These partnerships turn research into real-world impact, driving progress
that saves lives, creates opportunity, and builds shared prosperity. By linking curiosity with
commitment, higher education serves as both a partner and a catalyst in shaping a better future for
all.

7. Prosperity

Prosperity is the promise that higher education enables individuals and communities to thrive—in
wealth, health, and well-being.

We affirm that colleges and universities are engines of shared prosperity, anchoring local
communities through service, employment, and civic investment, and powering state and national
economies through innovation and talent. As major employers and centers of research, they sustain
the public infrastructure that supports everyday life—from K—12 schools to public safety and
community spaces. Each year, higher education prepares millions of graduates who fuel the
workforce, strengthen communities, and expand opportunity. In advancing human potential and

4/5



11/3/25, 11:46 AM topic for exo meeting

economic vitality together, our institutions promote prosperity as both a personal achievement and a
public trust.

Click here to view this statement online.
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