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Opening General Session Keynoter
Dr. Cassandra Herring
President & CEO
BranchED

. Dr. Cassandra Herring, Ph.D., is the President, Chief
- ' y Executive Officer, and founder of BranchED. BranchED is a
national professional services organization dedicated to
advancing educational excellence by expanding individual
capacity, enabling supportive relationships, boosting
institutional effectiveness, and collaborating with
communities.

Dr. Herring has more than 20 years of experience in
education, and her career spans all levels of education. She
has worked in early childhood settings through higher

' education and has led several state education policy
initiatives.

Prior to founding BranchED, Dr. Herring served as Dean of
the School of Education and Human Development at
Hampton University for nearly 10 years. Under her leadership, struggling education
programs were transformed, earning state approval and highest commendations by
accrediting bodies. She doubled her school’s enroliment through strategic recruitment
efforts and secured external resources for student support. In addition to her work within
the school of education, Dr. Herring conceptualized and spearheaded Hampton U
Online, the university’s virtual campus for the delivery of online degree programs, and
opened the Hampton University International Office, a central hub for supporting
international students and faculty, promoting study abroad, and building global
connections.

She was named a 2025 ASU+GSV Leading Women in Al honoree and received both
the Edward C. Pomeroy Award for Outstanding Service to the Teacher Preparation
Community and the Gloria Ladson-Billings Academic Achievement Award for service to
HBCU colleges of education.

She earned her Ph.D. in Educational Policy from Georgia State University and holds
both M.S. and B.A. degrees from the University of Texas at Austin.



Distinguished Educator Keynoter
Dr. Nancy Fichtman Dana
Professor
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida

Nancy Fichtman Dana is a professor of education and
distinguished teaching scholar at the University of
Florida. With roots in classroom teaching and a career
spanning more than three decades, Dana’s work has
had lasting impact across the U.S. and internationally,
helping educators embrace inquiry as a stance for
growth, reflection, and transformation. She has authored
12 books and over 100 publications, including The
Reflective Educator’s Guide to Practitioner Inquiry,
recently released in its 5th edition by Corwin Press and
co-authored with longtime colleague Diane
Yendol-Hoppey and rising scholar Logan Rutten. The
book is widely used by educators committed to inquiry
and reflective practice—especially in teacher preparation programs and school-based
professional learning. Her work has earned multiple honors, including the Association of
Teacher Educators’ Distinguished Research in Teacher Education, Mentoring, and
Distinguished Teacher Educator Awards.




Research Keynote Keynoter
Bets Lillo
Board Member, River Logic, Entara, Skylark Wireless
Executive in Residence, Texas Christian University

Bets Lillo serves as a Board Director and Advisor to
companies in technology, cybersecurity, and
telecommunications industries, where she is active on
Compensation, Technology Oversight, and
Nominating/Governance Committees. With a history of
Fortune 100 domestic and overseas leadership roles in
Technology, M&A, Operations, and Finance, Bets has a
unique ability to assess cross-functional risk and

" opportunity in dynamic international environments.

Bets holds NACD certifications in board governance,
cyber and climate. She is a technology patent holder who
stays on the leading edge of innovation and global
oversight as an Executive in Residence and Adjunct Professor in Information Systems
and Supply Chain for the Neeley School of Business at Texas Christian University.

Her civic leadership highlights the international expertise of her domestic and
international postings and includes board service for NACD, the World Affairs Council of
Dallas/Ft. Worth, and the International Women’s Forum. Bets supports early-stage
companies as a mentor and pitch competition judge with Capital Factory and Ignite.



Robert J. Stevenson Memorial Lecture Keynoter
Prince M. Johnson
2026 New York State Teacher of the Year and the 2025
Gilder Lehrman New York History Teacher
Food and Finance High School, Manhattan, NY

Prince M. Johnson is the 2026 New York State
Teacher of the Year and the 2025 Gilder Lehrman New
York History Teacher of the Year and National Finalist.
He teaches at Food and Finance High School in
Manhattan, a Title | culinary-focused CTE public
school where he leads courses in AP African American
Studies, Government, and sustainability-centered
social studies. A dedicated educator for over 26 years,

- he also advocates sustainable practices as a member

j of the NYC Climate Education Leadership Team. He

! integrates hands-on CTE learning, and community
gi partnerships to empower students through real-world,

@ culturally responsive instruction.
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