
To: ATE Board of Directors 

From: Valerie Wright 

Re: President Wright’s Commission to Address Preservice Teacher Safety 

Call to Establish an ATE Commission on Preservice Teacher Safety 

Institutions of higher education have a responsibility to prepare future educators not only 
to teach effectively, but to navigate the complex realities of today’s school environments. 
Increasing concerns about campus and school-based violence have heightened the need 
for intentional, research-informed preparation for preservice teachers, particularly in 
relation to active shooter scenarios and broader safety challenges. 

We are calling for the formation of an ATE Commission on Preservice Teacher Safety and 
Preparedness to critically examine how teacher preparation programs address issues of 
campus safety, crisis response, and educator well-being. The Chairs for this commission 
are Dr’s. Priscilla Boerger and Christopher Urbine, both of Regis College.  

Commission Membership: 

• Nicholas McCoy 
• Terrell Brown 
• Leah Brown 
• Shannon Athey 
• Lois Paretti 
• Bryan Zugelder 
• Brent Chowen 
• Lisa Delgado-Brown 
• Liz Jakubowski 
• Jordan Clark 
• Naomi Jeffrey Peterson 
• Cindy Campbell 
• Jean Kiekel 
• Jordan Amor 
• Carmen Sanders 

 
Purpose of the Commission 
The commission will explore current practices, gaps, and ethical responsibilities within 
teacher education related to safety and emergency preparedness. Its work will center on 
ensuring preservice teachers are supported with knowledge, skills, and resources that 
promote confidence, trauma-informed practice, and personal and professional safety. 

 



Key Areas of Inquiry 

• Preservice teachers’ perceptions of safety and preparedness during field 
placements and on campus 

• The role of teacher education programs in addressing school violence and crisis 
response 

• Evidence-based, developmentally appropriate safety and preparedness training 

• Trauma-informed, culturally responsive, and ethically grounded approaches to 
prevention and response 

• Collaboration among higher education institutions, PK–12 schools, counselors, and 
community agencies 

Call for Participation 
ATE invites teacher educators, researchers, school leaders, counselors, policymakers, 
preservice teachers, and community stakeholders to contribute their expertise and 
perspectives. Through dialogue, research, and collaboration, the commission will develop 
recommendations to strengthen teacher preparation programs and advocate for safer 
learning and teaching environments. 

Together, we can move from fear and uncertainty toward preparedness, responsibility, and 
collective action, ensuring that future educators enter the profession equipped to teach, 
lead, and protect themselves and their students. 


