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INTRODUCTION 

Presidents have played an integral part in the continuity of excellence in the Association of Teacher 
Educators (ATE) sustainability.  With over a century of existence, ATE has remained one of the most 
reputable national educational organizations, and presidents have played valuable part of its 
vibrant history and notable reputation. 

When Jennifer Wallace was elected, she was interested in the themes, commissions, and 
taskforces of past presidents to help shape her presidency for 2025-2026.   When she went to the 
website, she could only access their names, year of presidency, and conference locations.  There 
was no description of the meaning of their themes, contributions, or accomplishments.   Because 
the past work and achievements of past presidents are vital to ATE’s history, this commission was 
conceived.  Further, with the inspiration from Christie McIntyre’s presidency, Wallace wanted to 
continue the work of documenting ATE’s history over its 100+ years of existence. 

 

PURPOSE/SIGNIFICANCE 

The Commission on ATE History:  The Eras of ATE Presidents launches its work to acquire 
perspectives from each ATE past president to contribute to the documented history of ATE.  The 
work begins with past presidents who are alive and who can tell their stories through response to 
pertinent prompts about their presidency.   

Naturally, not all past presidents are alive.  Therefore, the commission will research the eras of 
presidents who are not alive.  ATE has a plethora of historical documents that will provide vital 
information to this project. 

The purpose of this commission is to provide a thorough perspective of ATE’s past presidents 
through accurate documentation as a contribution to the body of history of the organization.  This 
work is significant because it provides specifics of each presidency that have evidently impacted 
ATE’s growth and sustainability.  Further, it serves as a reference/resource for future presidents, 
which can provide insight on the educational trends, policies, challenges down through the ages. 

 

GOALS 

The goals of the commission are as followed: 

1. To create an electronic database of the documentation of each presidency. 
2. To compile the information, contribute to, and update ATE’s history from the presidents’ 

perspective. 



3. To add information to the website for member access for research or other future 
references. 

4. To publish a monograph/book of ATE’s perspectives. 
5. To interview past presidents for ATE’s archives as a resource for the future. 
6. To present and display information at ATE’s conferences for centuries to come. 

To achieve these goals, the commission’s work begins with identifying the presidents who are still 
alive and to have them submit a headshot and complete questionnaire about their theme, 
commissions, taskforces, conference locations & chairs, and their accomplishments from all 
perspectives.  It will also entail live interviews with past presidents to hear their voices and 
experience the vigor of their tenure as ATE president. 

 

CHAIRS AND CO-CHAIRS 

Liz Ward, Commission Chair (ekward@txwes.edu) 
Texas Wesleyan University 
 
Christie McIntyre, Commission Co-Chair (christie.mcintyre@siu.edu) 
Southern Illinois University 
 
Barbara Purdum-Cassidy, Commission Co-Chair (Barbara_Purdum-Cassidy@baylor.edu) 
Baylor University  
  
Jennifer Young Wallace, ATE President 2025-2026 (jennifer.k.young@jsums.edu) 
Jackson State University 
 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. What year were you president? 
2. Where were you working when you served? 
3. What was your theme? 
4. Where was your summer conference held? Hotel? 
5. Who chaired your summer conference? 
6. Where was your Annual Meeting held? Hotel? 
7. Who chaired the Annual Meeting? List university of each chair. 
8. In a thorough paragraph(s) explain/describe what your theme meant? (Why you 

selected it? It’s connection to educational trends of the time? Your inspiration? Etc.)   
9. How did you work with other presidents to frame your theme and vision?  
10. What were some educational trends, innovations, concerns, challenges, etc. in 

America during your presidency? Include all in a detailed paragraph. 
11. List your commission(s) and provide a thorough description (at least one paragraph) of 

each’s purpose, mission, goals and objectives.  Who chaired the commission(s)? 
12. List your taskforce(s) and provide a thorough description (at least one paragraph) of 

each’s purpose, mission, goals and objectives.  Who chaired the taskforce(s)? 
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13. What did you accomplish during your presidency?  This includes books, products, 
artifacts, etc. from your commissions and taskforces; bylaws changes, additions; 
hiring of ATE personnel; enactment of programs; etc.  List each accomplishment with a 
thorough statement. 

14. Overall, what was your experience as ATE president? 


