July 2025

ATE Annual Meeting
Site Location Recommendations for 2028-2030

Overview

The Association of Teacher Educators (ATE) national office team—John Mclintyre, Robin Leonard, and
Alisa Chapman—collaborated with the Marriott sales and marketing team to distribute ATE’s Annual
Meeting Request for Proposals (RFP) to hotels across their national network. This strategic outreach
targeted venues aligned with ATE’s event requirements and provided a diverse range of potential host
locations.

The approach significantly increased the yield of high-quality proposal submissions, saved considerable
time in identifying viable venues, and connected us directly with the appropriate hotel contacts. Hotels
were also notably more responsive to the RFP process. As a result, we reviewed more than 13 full
proposals and engaged in additional correspondence with several other properties.

Within the team, John served as the primary liaison with hotel sales representatives, while Robin
managed and organized the submitted proposals and developed a comparative matrix for evaluation.
The team met to review the proposals from multiple perspectives, identify areas requiring further
clarification, and determine follow-up questions for select venues. After receiving additional responses,
the matrix was updated and reviewed again to finalize our recommendations.

While all components of the proposals were considered, our top priorities included venue location and
accessibility, food and beverage minimums, guest room rates, and available date options. This
collaborative, data-informed process supported a thorough and strategic venue selection effort for
future ATE Annual Meetings.

Recommendations
Based on the strength and breadth of the proposals, the national office team recommends the following
locations for 2028—-2030:

e 2028 — New Orleans, LA (Sheraton New Orleans)
e 2029 - San Diego, CA (Sheraton San Diego Resort)
e 2030 - Addison, TX / Dallas (Dallas Renaissance Addison)

The recommendation to include 2030 reflects expanded date availability and our interest in securing
highly viable locations in preparation for a planned two-year hiatus from summer conferences. A site
location summary, including key data points and rationale for each selection, is provided in the following
table.
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2028 Annual Meeting

Location (Priority Order)

Rationale

1) New Orleans, LA Strong venue appeal: The location is expected to support higher registration
Sheraton New Orleans due to its favorable February climate, convenient accessibility from major U.S.
February 17-23, 2028 cities, proximity to the airport, and walkability to downtown amenities,

including restaurants and attractions. Additionally, ATE had a positive
experience with this hotel during AM25

Cost considerations: Food and beverage minimum of $115,000; negotiated
guest room rate of $229 per night.

2) Addison, TX (Dallas) Venue appeal: Centrally located with closer proximity to both East and West

Dallas Renaissance Addison
February 10-17, 2028 or
February 17-24, 2028

Coast attendees, this Texas venue offers a mild February climate and
convenient access to DFW International Airport. Situated in Addison, the hotel
is within walking distance of numerous restaurants and amenities. A
conference in Texas is also expected to attract strong participation from TXATE,
one of ATE’s largest and most active state units.

Cost considerations: Food and beverage minimum of $100,000; negotiated
guest room rate of $230 per night.

2029 Annual Meeting

Location (Priority Order)

Rationale

1)

San Diego, CA
Sheraton San Diego Resort
February 16-21, 2029

Strong venue appeal: This west coast location offers a waterfront setting with
views of the bay and average February temperatures in the upper 60s. The
hotel is located near an international airport with complimentary shuttle
service and offers easy access to the marina, bayfront, and Harbor Island
restaurants. Following the financial success of ATE’s last west coast event in
Anaheim for AM24, this venue presents both strategic and scenic value.

Cost considerations: Food and beverage minimum of $125K; negotiated guest
room rate of $249 per night, plus a $25 resort fee.

2)

Addison, TX (Dallas)

Dallas Renaissance Addison
February 8-15, 2029 or
February 15-20, 2029

Venue appeal: Centrally located with closer proximity to both East and West
Coast attendees, this Texas venue offers a mild February climate and
convenient access to DFW International Airport. Situated in Addison, the hotel
is within walking distance of numerous restaurants and amenities. A
conference in Texas is also expected to attract strong participation from TXATE,
one of ATE’s largest and most active state units.

Cost considerations: Food and beverage minimum of $100,000; negotiated
guest room rate of $240 per night.

2030 Annual Meeting

Location

Rationale

1)

Addison, TX (Dallas)

Dallas Renaissance Addison
February 7-13, 2030 or
February 14-20, 2030

Strong venue appeal: Centrally located with closer proximity to both East and
West Coast attendees, this Texas venue offers a mild February climate and
convenient access to DFW International Airport. Situated in Addison, the hotel
is within walking distance of numerous restaurants and amenities. A
conference in Texas is also expected to attract strong participation from TXATE,
one of ATE’s largest and most active state units.

Cost considerations: Food and beverage minimum of $100,000; negotiated
guest room rate of $249 per night.



